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PART  I:  Answer all questions in this section. (Total:  66 marks) 

 

1. The European Union is a unique economic and political union that was created 

following the Second World War.   

 

i. How many European countries form part of the EU? 

 

________________________________________________________________________(1) 

ii. When did Malta become a Member State of the EU? 

________________________________________________________________________(1)  

iii. Name the six founding countries of the EU. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (3) 

iv. What is the motto of the EU? 

________________________________________________________________________(1) 

 

2. The institutions of the European Union are its seven principal decision-making 

bodies.  These institutions are the places where power is exercised. 

 

i. The European Commission is the EU’s executive body.  It represents the interests of 

Europe as a whole.  Mention THREE important roles carried out by this institution. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (3) 

ii. Briefly describe the structure of this institution. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



       
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________(4) 

iii. Who is the present President of the European Commission? 

________________________________________________________________________(1) 

iv. The European Parliament is another important institution of the EU.  How are 

members of the European Parliament elected? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

v. How often are elections to the European Parliament held? 

________________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. Fill in the following spaces with the correct words or phrases: 

i. The ______________________________________ has made border controls 

between the Member States unnecessary. (1) 

ii. With the __________________________________________, EU citizens are just as 

able to work in another European country as they are in their own country. (1) 

iii. The _______________ is the EU’s single currency. (1) 

iv. The current President of the European Parliament is 

_________________________(1) 

 

 

4. One of the characteristics of the Maltese Islands during their long period of history 

has been the absence of local governments.  However, in 1993, the first of a series of 

local elections was held.  The territory of the Maltese Islands became divided into 

different localities, each with its own democratically elected local council. 

 

i. List FOUR types of work carried out by the local councils. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (4) 

ii. In all, how many local councils are there in Malta and Gozo? 

________________________________________________________________________(1) 

iii. One of the aims behind the setting up of the local councils is decentralisation.  What 

do you understand by this term? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________(3) 



       
 
iv. The principle of subsidiarity is a very important aspect of local councils.  Discuss. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________(5) 

5. What do you understand by the following words or phrases: 

i. Universal suffrage 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________(2) 

ii. Trade Union 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________(2) 

iii. Work to rule 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________(2) 

iv. Dictatorship 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________(2) 

v. Tariffs 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________(2) 

vi. Cartels 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________(2) 

 

6. Why is participation an important aspect of a democratic society? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (3) 

 

 

 



       
 

7. What do you understand by the term ‘trade gap’? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (3) 

 

8. True or False 

  True False 

i Teaching is an example of a job in the secondary 

sector. 

  

ii Imports are goods which enter a country from 

abroad. 

  

iii Sweden was the last country to join the EU.   

iv There are currently seven Maltese MEPs.   

v Secondary industries employ people to extract raw 

materials from the land or sea. 

  

vi Research and development is an example of a 

quaternary industry. 

  

(6) 

9. Continue the following sentences: 

i. Import quotas are trade restrictions that ____________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________(2) 

ii. One advantage of e-commerce is that ______________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________(2) 

iii. Through the free movement of services ___________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________(2) 

v. Four examples of jobs in the tertiary sector are _____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________(2) 

 

 

PART  II:  Answer any TWO questions in essay form. (Total:  34 marks) 

1. Discuss the impact of the European Union in the everyday life of European 

citizens. 

 

2. The EU is the world’s biggest exporter of manufactured goods and services. 

 

i. What is the difference between free trade and protectionism? (6) 



       
 

ii. Does the EU promote free trade or protectionism?  Give a reason for your 

answer.  (5) 

iii. What do you understand by the term ‘fair trade’?  Give TWO examples of 

fair trade products.  (6) 

 

3. The level of safety in the aviation sector in Europe is among the highest in the 

world.  The EU aims to continually improve the safety of flights in Europe.  A 

European single market for aviation services has also been created.  This 

allows airlines registered in one Member State to operate flights anywhere in 

the EU. 

 

i. Mention THREE measures, other than those listed above, which were 

taken by the EU regarding the aviation sector. (9) 

ii. List FOUR advantages which air transport has over other means of 

transport.  (8) 
 

 


